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Claim 1 (cufrcndy amended); A method performed by a hub for bypassing an access blocking 
apparatus and thereby enabling a flcst device to allow communicadons from sSiLSi & fiim^ty 
of second dftvte^ devices wherein the fim device is on a local network and *e second deviee 
is devices are external to ibe local network. Ae local network including the access blocking 
appaianis diat connects the local network to external netwoiks and that separate$ *e first and 
second devices, said method comprising: 

terminating a virtual pipe from the first device, 

assigning an IP address to die first device and associating this IP address with the 
virtual pipe, 

receiving communications originated by anv_of the second d^vteft devices and 

addressed to said IP address, 

routing the communicatiorts addressed to said IP address to the virtual pipe, and 
tunneling the communtcationa over the virtual pipe to the first device diereby 

bypassing the access blocking apparams. 


Claim 2 (cancelled). 
Claim 3 (cancelled). 
Qaim 4 (cancelled). 
Claim 5 (cancelled). 

Qaim 6 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 further comprising die steps of: 
terminating a second virtual pipe from oneof the second de^^se devices, 
assigning a second IP address to tfaeoneof die second devieedei^ and 
receiving the commuiucations from the one of the second 4mm deyices through the 

second virtual pipe. 

Claim 7 (cancelled). 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A system for bypassing an acscess blocking appaiams and 

iheieby enabling communications between a first device and any of a fijualiOLSf second 

4&A0^ devices whemin &e first device is on a local netwodc and die second devieMS devices 
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are external to the local networks local network including the access blocking apparatus 
that connects the local network to external networks and that separates the first and second 
devices, said system comprising; 
a secure hub, and 

a virtual pipe between the first device and said secure hub, 

said secure hub including a pool of available IP addresses from which an IP address 

can be a$$3gned to the first device, and further compri&mg means for associating the assigned 

IP address with virtual pipe, means for routing communications from anvof the second 
devices and addressed to die first device to the virtual pipe, and means for tunneling 

said communications over the virtual pipe to the first device thereby bypassing the access 

blocking apparatus. 

Oaim 9 (cancelled). 

Claim 10 (cunendy amended): Hie system of claim 8 fturther comprising: 

a vimial pipe between one of the second dmee devices and said secure hub, and 
wherem said means for associating associates a second IP address from the pool of available 
IP addresses with the second virtual pipe, and wherein said means for tunneling tunnels 
the communications from the one of the second devke devices through the second virtual 
pipe. 

Claim 11 (cancelled). 

Claim 12 (currently amended): A system for enabling communication from anvof a pjurajity 
of second communication deviee devices that » aic external to a local netwoife tfirough a 
public network and bypassing a securiQ^ access blocking apparams to a first communication 
device on the local network, wherein said security access blocking apparams provides the first 
communication device access to the public network and separates the first and second 
communication deviceSt said system comprising 

a secure hub having routing and switching functionality and pipe tmnination 
functionality and having interfaces 10 said public network, and 

means for creating a vimjal pipe between said secure hub and said first 
communication device for mnneling communication and bypassing said security access 
blocking apparatus, 
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said secure hub fimher including means for assigning an IP address to said fiist 
communication device and associating said IP address with said virtual pipe. 

Gaim 13 (cancelled). 

Claim 14 (cancelled). 

Claim 15 (cancelled). 
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